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Peace ball be with you. 2 Cor. xiii. 11. 
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PS ATM xLv1i. TE 
He maketh- Wars to ceaſe unto the 
End of the Earth; He break: 
eth the Bow, and cutteth the 
Spear in ſunder ; He burneth 
the Chariots in the Fire. 


MONG the many Evils which 


Aw 


plex and diſhonour human 
Life, -that barbarous. Practice of 
Men' s fighting and ſlaying one another 
8 in itſelf the moſt ſhocking and deteſt- 
able. To ſee a Race of Beings whom 
God has made all of one Blood, and de- 
bened as Inſtruments of each other's 
aner, having furniſhed them with 
Faculties proper to that End, to ſee ſuch 
1 DN Beings 


161 
Beings perverſely thwarting the Deſi 
of their Creation by ſtudying to make 
each other mſerable; is not only a Diſ- 
grace to Human Nature, but a wicked 
Affront to the Divine Being. How 
juſt is that calm, but ſtrong Rebuke of 
Moſes agaifiſt - the two Hebriws, whom 
He ſaw fighting together, S1#s, ye are 
Brethren why x do ye Wrong. ene 10 an- 
other ? (Acts vii. 26.) May we not 
"with greater Emphaſis apply the fame 
Rebuke to the Fraternity of Mankind, 
who are all the Offspring of one univer- 
ſal Parent, Partakers all of one common 
Nature, and born to one and the lame 
Happinebs | | 


Now what ca b be aff * for 

the Production of an Effect fo monſtrous 
and unnatural as that of War . 
more general and remote Cauſe is the 
native Imper fettion and Infirmity of hu- 
man Creatures. The more particular 


| and immediate one, is the "Ambition and 
| + " Avarite 


EFD 
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foarice of Individuals, Mankind, by 


the very Frame of their Nature, are 
prone to commit Acts of Error, Folly, 


ben -by Se rende to da; 
Miſchief to one another. This is the 


general Source from whence all public 


ind private Diſſention originally flow. 


And when the ſupreme, or ſubordinate 
Governors of a Nation are ſtimulated by 
extravagant Luſt of Empire, or an im- 
moderate Thirſt after Riches and Ho- 
nour, they will be apt to forget the Laws 
of Humanity, and by that Means diſturb 
the Order and Harmony of God's moral 


Creation. Hence ariſes War; which 


when commenced upon Principles of 
Honeſty and Self-Defence, with a Deſire 
only to ſecure undoubted Rights and 
Liberties; is perfectly juſt and lawful. 
But when it proceeds from Pride,. and a 
ordid Love of Gain, with a View only 


o enlarge Dominions, and aggrandize 
wjuſtifible, 


Bot 


Power, it is then IN wicked and 


| Beauty, Senſr, or even Virtue, can 


guiſhing Monſter. He mos down all 


Liberty; the ſweeteſt of all! focial Bleſ- 
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at the Feet of ambitious Robbers. 
% 


, . 


11 


Bur nowsver jut or * oa 
ſed of War may be, the Effects of it 
are on all Sides: very dreadſul. Thou- 
ſands of Lives are cut off in a Moment; 
and no Circumſtance either of Age, 


ia 1. 


eſeape the bloody Jaws'of that undiſtin- 


poor, one with another. Nor are Men's i 
Lives made the only Sacrifice; their f 
Fortunes lie deeply at Stake, and are : 
often rund irrecoverably. Many diſcon- . 
folate Widows, and: helpleſs Orphans, are P 
leſt in a State of Indigence, deploring the > 
untimely Deaths: of their protecting Re- 9 
Aktives. The Stream of national Proſpe- M * 
rlty is ſtopt by the Stagnation of Trade. 1 


That vital Spring of Riches and worldly f 
Comforts fickens and dies; And even 


ſings, is often made to bleed and expire 


Ir 


1 


Ir 90 ne be the horrible E. | 
fects of War, may we not juſtly ſay, in 
the Language of Scripture, How beauti= 
ful are the Feet of them who bring giad 5 
Tidings of Peace? —— How amiable is 
it to ſee the Rulers of this Earth unite 
their Endeavours to appeaſe the deſtruc- 
tive Tumults of War ! Do they not de- 
ſerve ſome Tribute of Gratitude who 
ſtrive, though but as ſecondary Cauſes, or 
laſtruments under Heaven, to promote 
Peace in the World? But what Efforts 
of Thankſgiving, what Returns of Love, 
are due to the great God of Peace, the 
ſovereign Compoſer of all human Diffe- 
rences? To Him that fitteth (as the ſu- 
blime Prophet ſpeaketh) upon the Circle 
of the Earth, and the Inhabitants thereof 
are as Graſhoppers ; that ſiretcheth out 
the Heavens as a Curtain, and ſpreadeth 
them out as 4 Tent to dwell in; that 
bringeth the Princes to nothing, and mak- 
eth the Fudges of the Earth as Vanity. 
(Haiah xl. 22, 23. ) . He it is that mak- 

B erb 
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eth Wars to ceaſe unto the End of the 
Earth; He breaketh the Bow, and cut- 
_ #eth the Spear in ſimder; He burneth the 
* in the Fire. 


" Yi perceive at firſt Sight how theſe 
Words repreſent Almighty God as over- 
throwing all the direful Engines of War. 
I need only obſerve, that the Phraſe of 
burning the Chariots alludes to a Cuſtom | 
which. the ancient Egyptians and the 
Canaanites had of bringing Chariots into 
the Field of Battle. Theſe the Scripture 
calls Chariots of tron, becauſe their Poles, 
Wheels and Axles, were armed with 
ſharp Scythes. They were placed a- 
e long the Front of the Line of Battle ; 
Y. and beſides the Terror they were apt 
te to ſtrike into the Enemy, they ſeldom 
* failed of breaking their Ranks, and 
“ ſometimes put the Adverſary to a total 
« Rout. The only Way of preventing 
« it was by killing the Horſes before 


<« they came too near, or if that G4 
| 60 y 


„ 
s by opening a Paſſage to them *”, It 


was on Account of theſe formidable 
Machines that we are told (in Judges 
i. 19.) that the Tribe of. Fudab, though 
they had conquered the Inhabitants of 
the Mountains, yet could not drive out 
the Inhabitants of the Vallies. And the 
Reaſon was, becauſe they had Chariots 
of Iron, which did moſt execution in 
plain Countries. And ſo when Jabin 
King of Canaan made War againſt / 
rael, they cried unto the Lord, being 
ſtruck with Terror, becauſe he had nine 
bundred Cbariets of Iron. (Judges iv. 3.) 
But what are all theſe dreadful Weapons, 
when the Almighty oppoſes, He, with 
inexpreflible Facility, and ten thouſand 
Times quicker than Thought itſelf, can 
break the Rew, and cut the Spear in ſun- 
der, and burn the Chariots in the Fire; 
and at once make Wars ta ceaſe unto the 
End of the Earth, In the Proſecution 
of this Subject, I ſhall, 


B 2 iſt. Con- 
Vide Univerſal Hiftory, Vol. III. p. 182. 
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1ſt. CoxsipER the Divine Omnipo- 
tence in general, and with a View to that 
particular Character of it mentioned in 
the Text, of making Wars to ceaſe in the 
MWorla. | 


. 2dly, Pot INT out the great Advantages 
of Peace reſi ulting from hence, And 
then, 1 


Idly, Fox Application of the Whole, 
ſhew what Obligations of Gratitude are 
due to God for theſe Advantages; and 
what Sort of Behaviour we ſhould put 
on in reſpect to our King and Country. 


Iſt. ISHALL conſider the Divine Om- 
nipotence in general, and wiih a View to 
that partieular Character of it mentioned 
in the Text, of making Wars to ceaſe unto 


FROM 
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Fa OM the general Ideas of Creation 
and Providence we derive our Notions 
of the Divine Omnipotence. Both theſe 
Ideas, in their very Nature, imply the 
Exiſtence of Power. For Creation is 
nothing but an Exertion of Power in the 
production of various Beings. And Pro- 
vidence denotes the Preſervation and 
Continuance of thoſe Beings. And moſt 


certainly the ſame Power is requiſite 70 


ſupport the World as to create it. 


All 


the Works of Nature, with irreſiſtable 
Force of Demonſtration, proclaim the 
Truth of this Aſſertion. We ſee the 

Divine Power daily diſplayed in the Hea- 
vens, in the Earth, and in the Waters. 
Every Plant, and every Animal ſhows it ; 
and our own Natures are a continued 
Demonſtration of the ſame, We feel a 
divine Energy within us by means of our 
ſenſitive and rational Faculties. And in 
all the outward Tranſactions of human 
Life, as well as the internal Diſpoſitions 
of Human Nature, God exerts his Al- 


mighty 


1 1 
mighty Power: Not indeed to controul 
the Free- Ageney of human Creatures, 
but to continue the Uſe of it, to ſupport 
Mankind in Exiſlence, to preſerve the 
Fabric of the World in Order, to ſee the 
Laus of Nature keep, on their regular 
Courſe, and ſo to - ſuppreſs Evil, and 
communicate Good, In all theſe Particu- 
lars, the Divine Power exerts itſelf for the 
Happineſs of his Creatures. Though 
dur narrow Conceptions will not permit 
us to comprehend in what preciſe Man- 
ner this is done, yet we have no more WF | 
Reaſon to doubt the Truth of it, than f 
that the Sun chears the Earth, and helps WF | 
Vegetation, though we do not {ce all the WF n 
ſecret Ways by which it operates. 56 
i} 
M 
h 


.. Sincx, then the Omnipotence of God 
is thus active throughout all the natur 
and the moral World, we have ſufficient 
Reaſon to believe it has a proportionable 
Influence over the momentous Concerns 
of States and Kingdoms ; and conſe- 


W has ſupreme Efficacy in makng 
Wars 


I 
Wars do ceaſe unto the End of the Earth. 
For if Peace be the preiteſt Bleſſing any 
Nation can enjoy, the Goodneſs of God 
will naturally lead binn do crert his rows 


erin producing that Blefling. 


—— this Effect be wronght 
by any extraordinary and ſupernatural 
Diſplay of Divine Power, or by the com- 
mon Laws of Nature, the Thing is ftill 
the ſame, Though God indeed governs 
the World by ſecond Cauſes, by out- 
ward Means and Inftruments. But his 
Power and Interpofition, even in hu- 
man Affairs, are no more to be deny'd 
than that of a Prince who ſends Ambaſ- 
ladors into a foreign Country with In- 
ſtructions to execute his Will. The 
Movements of a curious Machine do not 
the ſs diſcover a wiſe Contriver, merely 
becauſe the Artiſ himſelf is not always 
ſeen who firſt ſet them to work. Many 
Operations of God's Power are often 
undiſcerned through our Want of Atten- 
ton, He meverthele ” (as holy Fob 

ſpeaks) 


© 


3+ Ty 
ſpeaks) doth great Things paſt finding cut; 
yea, and Wonders without Number. Lol 
be goeth by me, and I ſee him not; he 
Paſſeth on alſo, but I perceive bim nut, 
(Job ix. 10, 11.) He who ſilletb the 
raging of the Sea, when the Waves there- 
of ariſe, can, with equal Eaſe, reſtrain 
the Ambition of Princes, and the Mad. 
neſs of the People. He can © turn the 
Hearts of the Diſobedient to the Wiſdm 
of the Fuft ; and ſo reconcile the Diffe- 
rences of jarring Nations, and bring a- 
bout the Bleflings of Peace. This glo- 
rious Event the Divine Power has ac- 
tually brought to paſs. He hath mad: 
our Enemies to be at Peace with us. Let 
us therefore ſay with the Pfalmiſt, This 
is the Day which the Lord hath made; 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Pl. 
cxviii. 24.) But to ſee with what Pro- 
priety our Joy may be excited on this 
Occaſion, let us conſider, 


'- BY AF. Os WW=—" WH Ce ER 


2. UnDER' the ſecond Head of this 


Diſcourſe, the great Advantages of _ 
And, 


tl. 

TY it. It faves the ti af: vaſt 
Multitudes of People, and prevents thoſe 
horrid - Scenes. of Blood and Slaughter 
which always attend a State of War. 
By this Means the Tranquility and Com- 
fort of many private Families is ſecured, 
whoſe Welfare often depends upon the 
Life of ſome deat Relation, which is 
brought to an untimely Death by the 
quel Stroke of Arms; like a Flower 
nipt in its Bloom by ſome une Blaft: 
of Wind. | 


By Peace even Kingdoms are eſtabliſh- 
ed, and the Liberties of free States ate 
hinder'& from falling a Prey to the 
Conqueſt of deſpotic Tn N 


2. Another great Advantage of 5 

1s the Fluurifhing of Trade. All Com- 
merce receives a fatal Wound in Time 
of War. The Circulation of this nou-. 
riſhing Blood of the Body politic ſtag- 
nates at once: And by that Misfortune 
alone, Multitudes of Families are brought 
C e 
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to Poverty. But when Peace revives, 


the dying Lamp of Trade rekindles its 
glowing Ardor, diſperſes a generous Flame 
about the Houſe of Induſtry, and inſpires 
the buſy World with new and chearful 
Hopes of _ Rs 


3. N Peace not only increaſes 
Trade, but makes Arts and Sciences 
flouriſh with it. Theſe indeed are the 
Springs by which'all the Machinery of 
Traffic is put in Motion, and both the 
one and the other reciprocally promote 
and reward each other. When the Tu- 
mults of War are over, the Minds of 
Men will be naturally calm and ſerene; 
and conſequently better diſpoſed for Con- 
templation. In ſuch a Situation therefore 
the Sciences will be more like to flouriſh, 
But when the public Attention is taken 
up with Rumours of Battles and the 


Noiſe of Arms, few are at Leiſure to 
court the Muſes, there will be but few 


to invent or improve Literature, and few 


to encourage it. 


4. AMONG 


1 
— Aon other Advantages of Peace, 


we may reckon the D:minution of Taxes. 
All Nations that labour under the Miſ- 
fortune of War muſt ſuſtain extraordi- 
nary Expences. The - Preparations ne- 
ceflary, even for the common Defence | 
of a Kingdom, require great Sums of 
Money. For Money is the Sinews of 
Power,. without which no War can be 
carried on to any Advantage, In arbi- 
trary Kingdoms, the 74 of Money 
for this Purpoſe is a ſore Burden upon 
the Subjects. And even in free States, 
the Adminiſtration is often puzzled how 
to raiſe the neceſſary Subſidies to the Sa- 
tsſaftion of the ke But in a Time 
of Peace the Neceſſity of theſe Expences 
ceaſes, and. the Increaſe of Taxes drops 
of courſe, If any of thoſe which have 
been raiſed during the War ſhould be 
continued for * while after, there 
may be juſt Reaſons for it; and no 
doubt but the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
the Legiſlature will (when it is proper) 

- = Ws take 


1 20 1 

take Hem off, Thus you may ſee the 
great Advantages flowing from Peace; 
the Conlideration of which brings me, 


| ©. In the third Part of this Diſcourſe, 
to ſhow what Obligations of Gratitude 
are due to God for theſe Advantages, and 
what Sort of Behaviour we ſhould put 
onin n reſpeRt to cut King and Country, 


six the Divine Power i is ſo emi- 
nently diſplayed for the Good of Man- 
kind in general, and in particular for the 
Benefit of States and Kingdoms, in giv- 
ing them the Bleſfings of Peace; and 
ſince theſe Bleffings are ſo large and dif 
fuſive, and pregnant with Pleaſures ; 
what Praife, what” Homage, what end- 
leſs Thankſgiving is due to God, the 
Foubtain of all this Good? We may ſay 
with the wiſe Son of Sirach, How ſeal 
we be able to magnify bim? for le i 
great above all bis Works, The Lord 
is terrible and very great, and marvellw 


15 his Power. When you glorify the Lord th 


exalt 


S .. 
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W 
exalt him as much as pou can; for even 


him, put forth all your Strength, and be 


nt weary, for you can-never go far 


enough. (Ecclus, xliti. 28, 29, 30.)g 
Wr ſhould exert all the Powers of 
our reaſonable Nature, and. expreſs our 


Gratitude to God in the moſt reaſonable | 
Ways, 1. e. by Prayer, by Contempla- 
tion, and above all by Obedience to his 


Laws, For (as the wiſe Preacher juſt 
quoted obſerves) He that keepeth the 
Law, bringeth Offerings enow; be that 


taketh heed to the Commandment, offereth 


a Peace. Offering. He that requiteth a 
good Turn, offereth fine Flour, and be that 
giveth Alms, ſacrificeth Praiſe. To de- 
part from Wickedneſs is 'a Thing pleaſing 


to the Lord, and to forſake Unrighteouſ- 


neſs is a Propitiation. (Ecclus. xxxv. 
J, 2, 3. a Fe 4 T2 


-” 


You fee plainly from theſe Words 
that Works of Juſtice and Mercy to our 
ox | Fellow- 


9 * 
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fellow - Creatures are the moſt acce ptable 
Praiſes to God, And this indeed is a- 
grecable to the Reaſon of the Thing it- 
ſelf. For as God is above all Want, our 
verbo Expreſſions of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, cannot poſſibly do Him any Ser- 
vice. But when we imitate. his moral 
Character, that noble Part of it in parti- 
cular, his Benevolence to Mankind, we 
then approach to the neareſt Reſemblance 
of the Divine Nature, and conſequently 
pleaſe him moſt. This Conſideration 
therefore naturally leads me to add a few 
Words by Way of Application, concern- 
ing what Sort of Behaviour we ought to 
put on in Ne to our King and Coun- 


195 


Wir regard to our Sovereign, we 

| ought to pay him the moſt Faithful Al- 
: degiance, Honour, and dutiful Submiſſion. 
The Laws of the Land injoyn this upon 
us; the Laws of Chriſtianity require the 
fame, and, we may add, the Mildneſs 


and Equity of his a s Government 
have 


31 
have render'd him always deſerving not 
only of the ſtricteſt Fidelity, but of the 
_— Aﬀettion and 125 | | 


As to the Behaviour we ſhould PIR 
to our Country, this conſiſts in a chear- 
ful Submiſſion to thoſe Laws which are 
made for its Welfare, in avoiding all ſe- 
ditious Speeches and Practices, and in 
ſtriving to lead a quiet and peaceable Life, 
in Godlineſs and Honeſty. (1 Tim. Ii. 2.) 


Ws ſhould in particular lay aſide 
thoſe narrow, ſelfiſh Notions of Party, - 
which lead us oftentimes to hate and per- 
ſecute thoſe who differ from vs. Every 
one has, doubtleſs, a Right to judge for 
himſelf in Matters of Politics as well as 
Religion. But no one has a Right to ſa- 
crifce Truth and Common Senſe, out of 
Leal to his own Side. Much leſs has 
any one a Right to throw off Good. 
nature, Moderation and TY: 


Ir 


3 


Tr in cartying on the arduous Taſk 

of Government any Miſtakes ſhould hap- 
pen, (and what Governments are wich- 
out Miſtakes? ) every one is not a com- 
petent Judge what they are, and hoy 
to remedy them. We ſhould not ther 
fore be haſty to cenſure what we do no 
underſtand, but leave it to the proper 
Perſons to cotre&t Miſtakes, or rec 
Grievances, in a reaſonable, calm, and 
peaceable Manner. If we cannot all 
preſerve an Unity of Faith in Affairs 0 
Politics, any more than in Religion, 
yet let us, as St. Paul adviſes, with al 
Lowlineſs, and Meekneſi, with long Suf-i 
fering, forbearing one another in Love, 
endeavour to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of” Peace. (Eph. iv. 3.) 


